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Freie Universität Berlin 

Fachbereich Politik und Sozialwissenschaften/Otto-Suhr Institut 

Sommersemester 2010: Hauptseminar im Bereich Internationale Beziehungen  

Dozenten: PD Dr. Berthold Kuhn/Dr. Kerstin Leitner 

"Development policy between aid and international co-operation" 

Following an introduction into debates and theories of development cooperation, this 

course offers an overview of concepts, strategies, implementation strategies and 

instruments of development aid and cooperation. The course provides insights in current 

policy trends at national and international level. Students are supposed to contribute to this 

block seminar with presentations and papers on development concepts, country and sector 

strategies and the role of different actors, including UN organizations, the European 

Commission and bilateral development cooperation agencies. The course will be held in 

English. Preliminary course material is accessible at www.innovateCo.de / courses (password 

OSI2010). The proposed dates are 16 April, 14 May, 4 June, 9 July, and 16 July 2010.   

Sessions:  

Freitag, den 16. April 2010:             14-20 Uhr   6 SWS 

Freitag, den 14. Mai 2010:              14-20 Uhr  6 SWS 

Freitag, den 4. Juni 2010               14-20 Uhr  6 SWS 

Freitag, den 9. Juli 2010:                 14-20 Uhr  6 SWS 

Freitag, den 16. Juli:                       14-18 Uhr 4 SWS 

gesamt: 28 SWS 

First Session (1):  Development aid and cooperation: concepts and controversies  

Friday, 16 April 2010             14-20 Uhr   6 SWS 

Input by PD Dr. Berthold Kuhn and Dr. Kerstin Leitner 

1.1 Introduction to the seminar (schedule, participation, requirements) 

1.2 Genesis and evolution of international development cooperation; the concept of 

“development”, “development policy”, “development cooperation”, and 

"development aid":  theory, historical evolution and changing policy trends and 

strategies. 

1.3 Critical views on development aid (e.g. review of arguments of Dambisa Moyo) 
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Second Session (2):  Goals, sector-oriented policies and management of aid ("the 

strategy perspective") 

Friday, 14 May 2010:              14-20 Uhr  6 SWS  

Proposed topics of presentations by students: 

2.1 Millennium Development Goals 

2.2 Development cooperation and the promotion of democracy, good governance 

and human rights 

2.3 Development cooperation in social sectors (health, education) 

2.4 Development cooperation,  climate change and environmental protection 

2.5 Development cooperation and  micro-finance 

2.6 Aid effectiveness (Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action) 

 

Third Session (3):   Key actors in development cooperation: international and 

supranational  organizations, donors and NGOs ("the actors 

perspective") 

Friday, 11
th

 June 2010 14 to 20 hours 6 SWS 

Proposed topics of presentations by students: 

3.1 The United Nations and the UN agencies 

3.2 Development Banks (World Bank, Asian Development Bank)  

3.3 OECD-Development Assistance Committee 

3.4 The European Commission 

3.5 German Development Cooperation 

3.6 Non-Governmental Organizations/civil society 

3.7 New donors: P.R. China, Bill Gates Foundation 

3.8 Public Private Partnerships 

 

Fourth Session (4):  Aid, international cooperation and the process of change in 

developing and transition countries ("the regional and country 

perspective") 

Friday, 9
th

 July 2010, 14 to 20 hours 

Proposed topics of presentations by students: 

4.1   Development cooperation in Asian countries: China, India, Bangladesh or Vietnam 

(selection of proposed countries for presentations) 

4.2 Development cooperation in African countries: DR Congo, Niger, South Africa, 

Zimbabwe (selection of proposed countries for presentations) 

4.3 Development cooperation in Latin America (proposed countries for presentation: 

Brazil, Bolivia, Peru)  
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Fifth Session (5): The current debate on development policy reforms and controversial 

issues 

Friday, 16t
h
 July 2010, 14 to 18 hours 

Proposed topics of presentations by students: 

5.1 Enhancing aid effectiveness 

5.2 Budget Support 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5.3 Input: PD Dr. Berthold Kuhn, Dr, Kerstin Leitner: Final debate: Where to focus? 

Poverty eradication,  development assistance or international cooperation 

5.4 Joint evaluation of the seminar 

Requirements: participation certificate: regular attendance; performance based certificate: 

presentation on proposed topic 2 pages handout, PowerPoint; 10-12 pages plus bibliography;  

Performance criteria: structure, addressing relevant topics/questions, quality of arguments, quality 

of bibliographical references;  40% presentation, 60% paper.  

Bibliography: proposed books, papers and Internet sources: 

Acemoglu, D./Johnson, S. /Robinson, J. 2001: The Colonial Origins of Comparative 
Development, in: American Economic Review 91, December, S. 1369-1401. 

Bundesministerium für Wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (BMZ) 2008: 
Medienhandbuch Entwicklungspolitik; Berlin und Bonn. 

Chambers, Robert 1983: Putting the Last First, New York 

Easterly, William 2006: The White Man’s Burden: Why the West’s efforts to aid the rest have 
done so much ill and so little good, Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Elsenhans, Hartmut 1981: Bürokratischer Entwicklungsgesellschaft oder abhängiger 
Kapitalismus? Versuch über den Staat in der Dritten Welt, Frankfurt a.M., New York 

Eßer, Klaus/Hillebrand, Wolfgang/Messner, Dirk/Meyer-Stamer, Jörg 1999: Systemische 
Wettbewerbsfähigkeit und Entwicklung, in: Thiel, Reinold E. (Hg): Neue Ansätze zur 
Entwicklungstheorie, Bonn, S. 147-163. 

Geiger, Wolfgang/Mansilla, Hugo C.F. 1983: Unterentwicklung, Theorien und Strategien zu 
ihrer Überwindung, Frankfurt a.M., Berlin, München 

InnovateCo – Consultants: see: www.innovateCo.de for papers and presentations 

Kerstin Leitner – see: www.kerstinleitner.net for papers and presentations  

Kloke-Lesch, Adolf 2000: Mitgestalten in anderen Ländern; Die Funktion von 
Entwicklungspolitik im Rahmen von Global Governance, in epd Entwicklungspolitik 14/15, 
08/2000, S. 32-27. 

Kuhn, Berthold 1998: Participatory Development in Rural India, New Delhi. 

Kuhn, Berthold 2001: Wie findet EZ die richtigen Partner? Ein Plädoyer für institutionelle, 
organisatorische und methodische Innovationen in der EZ. in: Entwicklung und 
Zusammenarbeit (E+Z), Jg. 42;  2001: 7/8. S. 224-227. 
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Kuhn, Berthold 2005/2009: Entwicklungspolitik zwischen Markt und Staat. Möglichkeiten und 
Grenzen zivilgesellschaftlicher Organisationen, Frankfurt a.M./New York/Beijing: Campus, 
Renmin Publishers 

Kuhn, Berthold 2009: Entwicklungspolitik – welche Theorie, welche Praxis und welcher 
Zusammenhang zwischen Theorie und Praxis? 

Lachmann, Werner: Entwicklungspolitik Band 1 bis 4., München 2004, 

Moyo, Dambisa 2008: Dead Aid, New York. 

Mummert, Uwe/Sell Friedrich 2003: Globalisierung und nationale Entwicklungspolitik, 
Hamburg, Münster 

Neubert, Dieter 1995: Entwicklungspolitische Hoffnungen und gesellschaftliche Wirklichkeit, 
Frankfurt. 

Nohlen, Dieter 2002: Lexikon Dritte Welt. Länder, Organisationen, Theorien, Begriffe, 
Personen; Reinbek bei Hamburg. 

Nuscheler, Franz 2004: Lern- und Arbeitsbuch Entwicklungspolitik, Bonn 

Rauch, Theo 2009: Entwicklungspolitik; Braunschweig: Westermann 

Risse, Thomas/Ropp, Stephen C./Sikkink, Kathryn 1999: The Power of Human Rights, 
Cambridge. 

Sachs, Jeffrey 2005: The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time; New York 

Schleich, Bernd 2001: Globale Strukturpolitik und internationale Personalentwicklung. Ein 
programmatischer Entwurf, in: Entwicklung + Zusammenarbeit (E+Z), Jg. 42, 2001:5, S. 
144-147. 

Sen, Amartya 1999: Development as Freedom, New York. 

Senghaas, Dieter 1977: Weltwirtschaftsordnung und Entwicklungspolitik. Plädoyer für 
Dissoziation, Frankfurt a.M. 

Senghaas, Dieter 1999: Wider den entwicklungspolitischen Gedächtnisschwund. Die Auswege 
aus der Armut sind bekannt, in: Thiel, Reinold E. (Hg): Neue Ansätze zur 
Entwicklungstheorie, Bonn, S. 350-354. 

Stiglitz, Joseph E. 1998:More Instruments and Broader Goals: Moving Toward the Post 
Washington Consensus, Washington.  

Stockmann, Reinhard/Caspari, Alexandra/Kevenhörster, Paul 2000: Langfristige Wirkungen 
der staatlichen Entwicklungszusammenarbeit, in: Entwicklung und Zusammenarbeit 
(E+Z), 41 Jg., 200:10, S. 104-105. 

Tetzlaff, Rainer 1999: Demokratische Transition und Makroorientierung. Elemente einer 
universellen Theorie der »Entwicklung«, in: Thiel, Reinold E. (Hg): Neue Ansätze zur 
Entwicklungstheorie, Bonn, S. 355-365. 

Walk, Heike/Brunnengräber, Achim 2000: Die Globalisierungswächter. NGOs und ihre 
transnationalen Netze im Konfliktfeld Klima, Münster. 
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