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1. Introduction

� Climate change is an issue of  major 

global concern and growing international 

cooperation. It is, however, a new topic cooperation. It is, however, a new topic 

for social science research.

� The success of  global efforts to mitigate 

climate change and to design appropriate 

adaptation strategies will to a large extent 

depend on contributions made by China. 
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Objectives of the Study

To find out about:

� Level of  media reporting and awareness? 

� Relevance of NGO work? 

� Where are potentials for citizens participation?

� Hypothesis:  limited differences between experts’ 

opinion.
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Methodology

Expert Survey: Experts of different background 

(researchers & practitioners)

� Questionnaire (Rating Scale)

� Interview Questions (Open Questions)

� Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis

� Focus Group Discussions
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Four Categories of  Experts

� Chinese Researchers

�NGO Experts

� Project Officers, affiliated to 
Government Agencies

� International Experts in China
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Three Categories of  Questions

� Climate change awareness in Chinese 
societysociety

� Role of  NGOs in climate change in China

� Citizens participation in climate change
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Questionnaire

Seeking responses on a rating scale from 1 (very low) 

to 5 (very high)

� 1. Climate change is now on the top of  the agenda of  international 

summits and high-level conferences in which Chinese leaders and 

experts participate. How do you rate the current level of  attention to 

climate change issues in Chinese media?climate change issues in Chinese media?

� 2. What is the impact of  the United Nations Rio + 20 conference in 

Brazil on the climate change discourse in China in your opinion? 

� 3. How much does cooperation with stakeholders at the international 

level influence the agenda setting of  Chinese NGOs in the field of  

climate change? 

� 4. How much does cooperation with stakeholders at the local level 

influence the agenda setting of  Chinese NGOs in the field of  climate 

change? 7



Questionnaire

Seeking responses on a rating scale from 1 (very low) 

to 5 (very high)
� 5. What is the current level of  preparedness of  citizens in China to contribute 

to climate change mitigation taking into consideration that it may involve 

some extra efforts and costs? 

� 5.1 Individual traffic/travel: use of  low carbon alternatives and public 

transporttransport

� 5.2 Household level: participation in garbage separation/recycling and 

energy

� 5.3 Consumption: purchase of  low carbon and energy saving products

� 5.4 Volunteer Work in the field of  environmental protection/climate 

change

� 6. How decisive is the cost factor in influencing people’s climate friendly 

behavior in China?
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Open Questions of Interview.

Climate Change Awareness

� Climate change awareness in Chinese society

� Did climate change awareness in China rise in recent years?

Which factors have, in your opinion, contributed to raise � Which factors have, in your opinion, contributed to raise 

climate change awareness in China in recent years?  

� Which are the most significant obstacles to further raise 

climate change awareness in China?
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Open Questions of Interview

Role of NGOs

� Role of NGOs in climate change in China

� Please name some outstanding successful NGO initiatives (e.g. � Please name some outstanding successful NGO initiatives (e.g. 

awareness raising campaigns/projects/dialogue) in China in 

the field of  climate change?

� Which are the challenges for NGOs to further advance climate 

change action in China?
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Open Questions of Interview

Citizens’ Participation

� Citizens’ participation in climate change

Where do you see opportunities to win citizens’ participation � Where do you see opportunities to win citizens’ participation 

for climate change action?  

� Where do you see limitations to win citizens’ participation for 

climate change action?

� Which institutions/organizations/actors have a good potential 

to promote citizens’ participation? 
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2. Key Findings

�

2. Key Findings
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� Media reporting on climate issues , 

in particular pollution issues, has

increased.

� Role of Government is the

decisive factor in many ways. 
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� Other stakeholders, including

NGOs and scientists, have an 

important role to play, too.

� Social media facilitate awareness

and dissemination of information.



� Chinese Experts view the Rio+20 

summit more positively than

international experts.

� Younger Experts and those with

limited or no international 

experience tend to place moreexperience tend to place more

emphasis on volunteer work.

� Chinese NGO experts are more

positive on volunteer work than

international experts.
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Categories

Category Proportion

R = Chinese Researcher 23.07% femaleR = Chinese Researcher 23.07% female

N = NGO leader & staff 50.98% female

IE = International Experts 21.05% female

PM = Project Manager 45.45% female
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2.1 Climate Change Awareness

�
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Table 1. Current Level of  Media Attention to 

Climate Change Issues in Chinese Media?
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Table 2. Which factors have, in your opinion, contributed to 

raise climate change awareness in China in recent years?

Interview Question 2 Category of  Answers – most frequent

Nr

.

Category of  

Expert

Media/

Publicity

Government

Policy/laws

Environm

ental

stress

Education

Civil 

Society

NGO/Vol. Expert Publicity Policy/laws
stress

NGO/Vol

unteers

10
Chinese 

Researcher
5 5 2 7 1

13 NGO Experts 5 5 2 2 5

10
International 

Experts
6 7 4 1 1

07
Project Manager

(Government)
4 2 3 0 2

40 Total 20 19 11 10 9
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Table 3. Which are the most significant obstacles to 

further raise climate change awareness in China?

Interview Question 3 most frequent answers

Nr. Category of  Expert

Government

(political 

system, law 

Citizens’

Awareness 

& Education

Costs and 

resources at 

the personal 

Macro 

Economic 

Conditions
policies)

& Education
level

Conditions

10 Chinese Researcher 6 4 5 2

13 NGO Experts 8 5 4 3

10 International Experts 2 7 3 3

07
Project Manager

(Government)
2 2 3 2

40 Total 18 18 15 10
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Table 4. The Impact of  the Rio +20 Conference on 

the Climate Change Discourse in China?
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2.2  Role of  NGOs in Climate 

Change Awareness in China

�

Change Awareness in China
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Table 5: Influence of  International Cooperation on 

Agenda Setting of  Chinese NGOs
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Table 6: Local Level Influence on Agenda Setting of  

Chinese NGOs

3,5
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4

5
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Table 7. Which are the challenges for NGOs to further 

advance climate change action in China?

Interview Question Category of  Answers- Most frequent

Nr. Category of  

Experts
Role of  

Government 

(Freedom, 

Regulations, 

Policies)

Own 

Capacity 

and 

Competenc

e

Own 

Image and 

Identity in 

Society

Citizens’ 

support

Policies) e

10 Chinese 

Researchers
2 1 5 3

13 NGO Experts 6 4 1 3

10 International 

Experts
5 3 2 2

07 Project 

Managers
2 2 1 1

40 Total 15 10 9 9
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2.3 Citizen’s Participation

�
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Table 8. Individual Traffic/Travel: Use of  Low 

Carbon Alternatives and Public Transport
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Table 9. Household level: participation in garbage 

separation/recycling and energy saving behavior

4

5Very 

High

28

2,08
2,32

1,71

2,36
2,16

0,888 0,957
0,784

1,002 0,936

0

1

2

3

R N IE PM Total

Mean

STD

Very

Low

n=133



Table 10.Gender based analysis on the questions of  

household level participation in garbage 

separation/recycling and energy
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Table 11. Purchase of  Low Carbon and Energy 

Saving Products
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Table 12. Volunteer Work in the field of  environmental 

protection/climate change with expert category as independent 

variable
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3,45

4

5

Table 13 . Volunteer Work in the field of  environmental 

protection/climate change with age as independent variable
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Table 14. Volunteer Work in the field of  environmental 

protection/climate change with international experience as 

independent variable
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Table 15. The cost factor 
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Table 16. Where do you see opportunities to win citizens’ 

participation for climate change action?

Interview Question 6 Categories of  answers most frequent answers

Nr. Category of  

Expert Government

Civil 

society Household Media

10 Chinese 

Researcher 5 3 4 3

35

Researcher 5 3 4 3

13 NGO Experts 8 7 0 4

10 International 

Experts 6 3 7 1

07 Project Manager

(Government) 4 4 1 2

40 Total 23 17 12 10



Table 17. Where do you see the limitations to win citizens’ 

participation for climate change action?

Interview Question 7 Categories of  answers most frequent answers

Nr. Category of  Expert

Economic 

Situation and

Living condition

Government(

policies, 

laws, political 

system)

Citizen 

Education & 

Awareness

36

Living condition system) Awareness

10 Chinese Researcher
5 2 5

13 NGO Experts
3 8 2

10 International 

Experts
5 5 4

07 Project Manager

(Government)
4 2 1

40 Total
17 17 12



Table 18. Which institutions/organizations/actors have a 

good potential to promote citizens’ participation?

Interview Question 8 Categories of  answers most frequent answers

Nr. Category of  

Expert
NGO 

(international &

domestic) Government

Media, 

internet

SNS e.g

Weibo

Education & 

Research 

Institution

10 Chinese 

37

10 Chinese 

Researcher 4 6 2 3

13 NGO Experts 10 5 2 1

10 International 

Experts 5 7 5 1

07 Project Manager 3 1 0 3

40 Total 22 19 9 8



3.  Conclusion
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3.  Conclusion

结论总结
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Conclusions

� Media reporting and awareness are growing. 

� Expert opinions on climate change, role of NGOs and 

citizens’ participation are converging in China. citizens’ participation are converging in China. 

� However, experience, especially age and international 

experience, have influence on the evaluation of the 

experts.

� International experts are more skeptical.

� Government is the key factor in China, NGOs, scientists 

and educational institutions have a significant role.39
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