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Dr. Berthold M. Kuhn
Political Scientist | International Cooperation Advisor | Expert on Global Policy, Sustainability, and EU–China Relations
Ph.D. summa cum, laude, University of Leipzig, 1997; Habilitation, Freie Universität Berlin, 2004 
Contact
Email: Berthold.kuhn@t-online.de, Berthold.kuhn@fu-berlin,de, www.innovateCo.de
Linkedin.com/in/berthold-kuhn-2b3037b
Address in China: 99/19 Aegan Sea, Siming, district, Xiamen, China
Address in Germany: Kyffhäuserstr. 10, 10781 Berlin & Muxelstr. 3, 81479 München
Phone: 0086 198 3567 1508 (China); 0049 15154727884 (Germany)
Profile Summary
Dr. Berthold Kuhn is a widely referenced international cooperation advisor with over 25 years of leadership, consulting, and academic experience. His work bridges global policy research and strategic advisory roles for Universities, international organizations, think tanks, and EU-funded programs. Dr. Kuhn’s academic appointments include professorships at Tsinghua University, Xiamen University in China, Leiden University in the Netherlands and a long-term affiliation as Adjunct Professor (Privatdozent) at the Otto-Suhr-Institute of Political Science, Freie Universität Berlin. 
He has recently served as Team Leader of many international projects, most recently the EU–China Cooperation on Environment and Green Economy (ECCEG). His professional background includes advisory work for the European Commission, United Nations, World Bank, German development cooperation, and leading international think tanks.

He is a frequent speaker and moderator at international conferences and co-author of Global Perspectives on Megatrends (Ibidem, Columbia University Press, 2022). Fluent in German, English, and French, with conversational proficiency in Chinese, Dr. Kuhn is recognized for his cross-cultural communication skills and extensive international network.
Selected Professional Accomplishments
Team Leader, EU–China Cooperation on Environment and Green Economy (ECCEG), GIZ International Services; Oct. 2024 – Sept. 2025 (including proposal development)
· Successfully initiated and operationalised the EU-funded ECCEG project, 
· Moderated high-level policy dialogues and expert cooperation in the context of exchanges between the European Commission’s DG Environment and China’s Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE).
· Strengthened collaboration with leading Chinese and European think tanks to advance work on biodiversity, green economy standards, and nature-positive solutions.
· Oversaw the preparation of analytical inputs, technical studies, and follow-up to deliverables under the EU–China High-Level Dialogue on Environment and Climate.
Keynote Speaker at International Conferences
2012–present
· Invited as keynote speaker to high-profile global conferences involving senior policymakers, think tanks, and academic leaders.
· Delivered keynote speeches at Center for China and Globalization (CCG) forums on global think tank cooperation and the Asia Philanthropy Forum in Hainan (2023, 2024, 2025).
· Recognized for thought leadership on China’s role in global governance, sustainable development, and international cooperation.
Adjunct Professor (Privatdozent), Otto-Suhr-Institute, Freie Universität Berlin
2008 – present (currently on leave)
· Conducted research and graduate-level teaching on sustainability, public policy, and global governance.
· Supervised theses, advised early-career scholars, and contributed to academic debates on international cooperation and climate action.
Resident Professor & GIZ-CIM Senior Cooperation Expert, Tsinghua University and Xiamen University, China
Tsinghua University: Dec. 2005 – Dec. 2007; Xiamen University: Dec. 2011 – Dec. 2013 (with follow-up visits)
· Advanced academic cooperation between German and Chinese institutions in the fields of global sustainability, environmental governance, and international development.
· Delivered courses, developed joint research projects, and engaged with international organizations and nonprofit leaders.
· Supported capacity development and policy-relevant dialogue on sustainability transformation.
Associate Professor, Leiden University, Netherlands
April. 2004 – Dec. 2005
· Conducted research and teaching in international development and public policy.
· Designed and delivered executive education programmes for professionals and policy practitioners.
· Contributed to international research networks and interdisciplinary collaboration initiatives.
Languages
[bookmark: _Hlk213982590]German (native) · English (fluent) · French (fluent) · Chinese (conversational) · A 2 level certificates in Durtch, Spanish
[bookmark: _Hlk211236200]Teaching Experience 
Freie Universität Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin, Universität Leipzig, Universität Bremen (Germany), Leiden University (Netherlands), Tsinghua University, Peking University, Zhejiang University, Beihang University, Sichuan University, Xiamen University, Tongji University (China), Vidhya Bhavan Institute (India), Rouen Business School (France), 
Topics: Sustainable Development Goals, Climate Policies at City Level, Global Perspectives on Megatrends, Universities and Think Tanks in International Cooperation, Regulatory Frameworks for Nonprofit in International Comparative Perspective.
Supervision of. Ph.D. (twice first supervisor), Master and Bachelor Thesis, Department of Political and Social Sciences, Freie Universität Berlin; teaching post-graduate and Ph.D. students in several Universities in Europe and Asia.
Awards
Central Teaching Award, Freie Universität Berlin (2019) for transdisciplinary course on “Climate actions in global cities.”
Nomination for DVPW teaching award with teaching concept for “Global Megatrends and International Cooperation” (2021)
Publications (selection)
My academic work has been published in a wide range of journals, including SSCI-listed outlets. Beyond specialized journals, I have also published in interdisciplinary platforms that reach broader audiences, thereby contributing to academic as well as policy-related debates
Kuhn, B. Pracademics in International and Development Cooperation: Case Studies from China and the Middle East Region, Development in Practice, 2024.
Kuhn, B. & Margellos, D.L. Global Perspectives on Megatrends: The Future as Seen by Analysts and Researchers, Ibidem & Columbia University Press, 2022.
Kuhn, B. "Sustainable Finance in Germany: Mapping Discourses, Stakeholders, and Policy Initiatives", Journal of Sustainable Finance & Investment, 2020.
China’s Commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals: An Analysis of Push and Pull Factors and Implementation Challenges, Chinese Political Science Review, July 2018, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41111-018-0108-0
Entwicklungspolitik zwischen Markt und Staat: Möglichkeiten und Grenzen zivilgesellschaftlicher Organisationen, Campus Verlag, Renmin Publishers, Habilitationsschrift; https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/3921, , 2024 (2nd German edition), 2009 (Chinese edition), 2005 (1st German edition).
Participatory Development in Rural India. New Delhi: Radiant Publishers; London: Sangam; ISBN, 81-7027-226-2; 1998. https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/21483 
Personal Information
Married, three children; current place of residence: Xiamen (China), family return to Germany in early 2026.
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