Nonprofits and Philanthropy in international comparative perspective

This seminar explores nonprofits and philanthropy in a comparative
international perspective, linking conceptual foundations of civil society
with contemporary policy debates. Students will examine legal frameworks,
governance models, and the roles of NGOs, think tanks, and philanthropic
actors across regions including the United States, Europe, Asia
(especially China and India), and Africa. Particular attention is given to
development cooperation, environmental governance, and funding structures.
The course combines instructor input with student-led presentations,
fostering analytical and comparative skills. Learning outcomes include the
ability to assess institutional diversity, evaluate cross-sector
partnerships, and situate nonprofits within global governance. A field
excursion to a nonprofit organization and roundtable discussions with
practitioners complement the academic program.
1 Intro: Concept of civil society in global perspective, covering
nonprofits, think tanks, and philanthropy
2 Civil society, nonprofits and philanthropy in current political
discourses and debates.
3 NGOs: legal and regulatory aspects, and partnerships with private sector
Input form me and Student presentations
4 Nonprofits and think tanks and their involvement in global governance
5 Nonprofits and philanthropy in development cooperation
6 Nonprofit Sector in the U.S.A. 
7 Germany Nonprofit Sector
8 EU and EU countries: non-profit sector
9 U.K. nonprofit sector
10 Asian countries: Nonprofits and philanthropy
11 Nonprofits in the Global South
12 African countries: Nonprofits and philanthropy
13 Environmental NGO in international cooperation
14 NGO funding in comparative perspective
15 Field visit
16 Review and discussion
